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THE LIFE OF JOSEPH HARRAF. 



It has been beautifully said that "a child on a 
mother's lap is God's unsolved problem." Yes, how- 
little indeed do we know, as we gaze down upon the 
face of the " little stranger " th'at has just come into 
the world, what lays wrapped up in that new-formed 
frame; for whether it be in the humble cottage, or 
the costly palace, it has happened in the history of 
the world more than once, that a child born in the 
cottage on the same day, and even within the same ' 
hour of one bom in the palace, has had to play a 
more conspicuous part in the world's affairs, while 
the subsequent events, have frequently proved how 
needful it was thus to train those who would in after 
days be required to " haste to the rescue " of those 
who were among the forsaken and sometimes even 
persecuted of the children of men. No doubt it will 
ultimately be found that the men and women of 
whom the world was not worthy, and who have left 
their footprints in the sands of time, have in large 
numbers had thus to buy their experience in the 
school of poverty and difficulty, and so become the 
better prepared and adapted to sympathise with 
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those who might need a helping hand, or the kindly- 
word, amid the temptations and trials to which they 
were exposed. 

We have been led into these reflections by thinking 
over the various incidents connected with the life of 
Joseph Harrap, of Leicester. Indeed it is in the hope 
that a plain and simple statement of the ups and 
downs of his eventful life may be the means, by 
God's blessing, of helping to cheer others who may be 
struggling to rise in the world that these records are 
sent forth, as they so clearly illustrate the fact that 
none need despair or imagine their lot to be too 
humble, or the means too limited to attain to a better 
position, or to do some good as they pass through the 
world. 

It appears that on the 1 2th of July, 1822, Joseph 
Harrap first opened his eyes, in that part of the 
world known by the name of Ossett, near Wakefield. 
His parents were poor, and to add to his sorrows, his 
father died ere Joseph was able to remember him. 
The result was that at two years of age he had to be 
taken to his grandfather, Peter Harrap, of Alver- 
thorpe, Yorkshire, who was only a cloth weaver, and 
had also eight children of his own to provide for by 
his daily toil. They had to live in a small house as 
best they could, for Peter, though not a professor of 
religion, was noted for being an honest man. It was 
not to be wondered at, therefore, that so far as school- 
ing was concerned, very little fell to the lot of any of 
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the children in that house. What little they obtained 
was by going to a school in the locality until they 
were seven or eight years old, and then they had to 
leave to go to work, and help to maintain the family. 
The school-master was a cruel^ hard-hearted man, 
and as a result the children learnt but little. Before 
Joseph was eight years old he was taken from school 
and sent to the factory to work, where he soon had 
the character of being shrewd as well as mischievous. 
Every man in the factory tried to break him in to 
some kind of discipline, and one even went so far as 
to tie him to a post to keep him from further trouble. 
This very energy, however, when trained and con- 
secrated by the grace of God, led him first to be the 
best worker in the factory, and afterwards the success- 
ful man of business. The leader of the boys into 
mischief thus became the valiant leader of men into 
good. Ultimately he became a great favourite with 
the manager, so much so that one man offered two of 
any of the other boys in exchange. Indeed all the 
boys looked up to him as a leader if any mischief was 
to be done, and the result was that Joseph often was 
blamed for the wrong doing of others — even when he 
was quite innocent of the whole thing. He continued 
to work at the old mill, as it was called, until he was 
thirteen, when he actually took it into his head to 
lead a strike of the boys and girls for higher wages ; 
in this, however, h^ was not successful, and the result 
was that he left and went to work at a worsted mill, 
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near St. John's, Wakefield, where he was fortunate 
enough to get higher wages. Here he remained a 
short time, and on the 17th of October, 1836, he was 
apprenticed to a Mr. Joseph Berry, a shoemaker, of 
Horbury, for six years. By this time he had reached 
a little over fourteen years of age. From five years 
old he attended the Sunday school belonging to the 
Independents at Alverthorpe, where he made con- 
siderable progress in learning to read ; so much was 
this the case that he worked his way up to the first 
class among the older boys. Having a good memory 
and being willing to exercise it, he set to work when 
he was only eleven years of age, and soon learnt the 
Church catechism, seven psalms, four collectSi and 
several prayers, for which he obtained, as a prize, a 
Bible, the gift of Lord Wharton's Charity. 

From the early age of eight years, from time to 
to time, Joseph was the subject of religious impres- 
sions, and never forgot a sermon from the words "flee 
from the wrath to come," which was read by the 
superintendent Often might he be seen praying in 
secret to be delivered from evil and made into a good 
lad. For a time, however, he gave way to his lively 
disposition, boy like, and whenever there was a village 
show, he would be first and foremost taking the part 
of what used to be called " doctor for the merry 
dancers." When about twelve years of age the 
Wesleyan Methodists paid a visit to the village, and 
held prayer meetings, preached in the cottages and 
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open air. While they were singing such hymns as 
" Be it my only wisdom here, 
To serve the Lord with filial fear/' 

He felt much attracted to the service, but when the 
Primitive Methodists came singing their lively hymns, 
such as "Canaan, bright Canaan ;" " Mercy's free ;" 
"I*m bound for the kingdom, will you go to glory 
with me?" he was so thoroughly roused and 
impressed for good, that it resulted in his joining 
the society. For some time, to the astonishment of 
his former companions in play, he left them, and 
might be seen going from place to place, travel- 
ling miles with a local preacher named John East- 
wood, assisting him in visiting the sick. Having a 
good voice for singing, he made the villages ring with 
the cheerful hymns which had so influenced his own 
mind, feeling that it was altogether a far happier kind 
of life than that which he had hitherto been leading. 
This state of things continued several months, when, 
owing to his receiving no encouragement at home, 
except from his grandmother, who was a good 
Christian woman, he gradually relapsed and fell 
away, and was soon to be seen among his old 
companions, entering into their sports, however, this 
time, more out of a spirit of bravado than of real 
pleasure. Just at this crisis a professional singer, who 
had heard his voice when singing in the streets, 
offered to teach him music and train him for public 
singing, but fortunately his grandfather opposed his 
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taking the offer, feeling that such a life would be 
beset by wicked and reckless companions, and sure in 
the long run to lead to his ruin. 

Thus matters went on, Joseph continuing for a 
time to mix with his old companions, to the regret of 
some of his friends, as well as to the misery of his 
own mind. His master, to whom he was apprenticed, 
also found very quickly that unless a change for the 
better took place before long, he would have a hand- 
ful with him, for although willing to work at his 
trade, the same elements of energy that had led him 
to lead the strike at the mill were difficult to bring 
into the subjection of an apprentice. However, this 
was ultimately overcome to such an extent that when 
the term of Joseph's apprenticeship expired his 
master confessed that he was the best apprentice he 
ever had. Shortly after his apprenticeship, the latter 
pnd of March, 1837, Joseph was again under deep 
religious impressions which were produced by the 
exhortations he had received from his grandfather, 
who had but recently died, and by which he had 
already been considerably sobered down ; this, 
together with a revival of religion which took place in 
Horbury, led to Joseph and about twenty others 
being converted, all of whom, with about the excep- 
tion of two, continue steadfast to this day; some 
being members, and others ministers of Christian 
churches in different places. 

Joseph again united himself with the Primitive 
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Methodists, but as he had been such a wild and reck- 
less 'lad hitherto, many of course doubted whether 
he would stand firm to his convictions. However, he 
did so. This was owing largely to a resolution he 
made that he would read three chapters of the Bible 
every day, beside spending much time in private 
prayer ; and every evening when he had opportunity 
he made his way to some religious meeting, or took 
counsel with those who were older in years and richer 
in experience. This plan, by divine grace, saved 
him from danger, and when the holiday times or 
feasts came round, he spent his time with good 
company or in reading useful books, and thus kept 
away from temptation to go wrong. These habits of 
Bible reading and devotion he followed up regularly 
for years, and so earnest was he in the pursuit of 
knowledge, that the clergyman of the parish. Rev. J. 
Sharpe, who, in conjunction with a solicitor and Mr. 
Ryder, schoolmaster, had opened an evening school 
which Joseph attended, offered to take him in hand 
and educate him for a church minister, feeling 
it was a pity that one with such natural abilities 
should remain a dissenter ; his master, however, was 
not willing to give him up for such a work. He was, 
however, not made to be idle, and at the age of 
seventeen his abilities were recognised by the Rev. 
W. Antliff, (now D.D.) who placed him on the plan 
as a local preacher in the Barnsley Circuit, and also 
gave him the post of assistant class leader. His 
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intelligence, earnestness, liveliness and zeal soon 
made him popular among the people. 

In October, 1839, some teetotalers from Wakefield 
paid a visit to the village, and held a meeting in Mr. 
Ryder's school-room, and so convinced was Joseph of 
the truth of their arguments, that at the close of the 
meeting he signed the pledge, which he has faithfully- 
kept to this time, (1873.) 

We have already seen that in Joseph's early days 
he had very little schooling, and even when he was 
apprenticed he had not much time for self-improvet- 
ment, as he had to work from six o'clock in the 
morning until eight o'clock at night. Up to the age 
of seventeen he had not heard of a grammar, and did 
not even know the meaning of a work of that kind, 
until a cloth weaver, named George Ellis, one day 
lent him a copy of Lindley Murray, and advised him 
to study it with care. He made the best use of the 
little time at his disposal, often rising at four o'clock 
in the morning during the summer months, to gain 
knowledge and prepare for his Sunday duties. At 
times he realised his want of education so much that 
he felt almost inclined to give up preaching alto- 
gether, and had it not been for the wise and kindly 
council of the late Rev. John Brownson, who tpok 
great interest in him, and urged him onward, he 
would have abandoned the work completely. So, 
with earnest prayer to God, and a solemn conviction 
of duty, he pressed on earnestly in his efforts to 
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prepare his humble sermons, and succeeded so well, 
that he speedily became known as the boy preacher 
from Horbury, and generally attrsrcted good congre- 
gations. 

^Nor was the want of education Joseph's only 
difficulty. From his earliest days poverty had so 
far been also his lot, that even now, through the 
poverty of his mother shp was prevented from pro- 
viding him with decent clothing, but here again a 
friend came to his help in the person of the good 
clergyman, the Rev. John Sharpe, who kindly gave 
Joseph his cast off clothes, and thus it came to pass, 
while the minister was preaching in a new suit of 
clothes at the parish church, the local preacher was 
doing the same in the cast off suit of the clergyman 
in the chapel. At the age ©f nineteen, Joseph was 
applied for to become a home missionary, at St. 
Ives, Cornwall, but his master again refused to release 
him until his term of apprenticeship had expired, 
which came to pass on the 17th October, 1842. In 
the meantime, acting upon the advice of the late Rev. 
J. Brownson, he continued his studies, feeling he was 
called to the work of the ministry, and encoufaged 
also by having a promise that when his term of 
apprenticeship was up, a circuit should be provided 
for him. He continued to work for his master up to 
Christmas, and in January, 1843, he was recommended 
by Rev. C. Lace, Rev. W. Antliff, and Rev. J. Brown- 
son, to the Rev. Thomas Morgan, of Derby, as a suit- 
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able young man for the work of the ministry. In due 
time he received a letter from Mr. Morgan, asking him 
if he was willing to go to Derby and engage in the 
great work of seeking and saving souls. After much 
prayer and consultation with several judicious friends, 
he resolved to go, and on Sunday, March 19th, 1843, 
preached his farewell sermon at Horbury, to a 
crowded congifegation. After receiving many good 
wishes and a few presents he started for Derby, on 
Monday morning ; on arriving there he found it was 
the preachers* quarterly meeting, and was somewhat 
rejoiced at the hearty welcome he received at their 
hands. In the evening he preached his first sermon 
as a travelling preacher to a crowded congregation, 
and it may be said with truth that no young man 
ever entered upon the work of the ministry with a 
greater determination to do all he could to seek the 
salvation of precious souls, and thus to glorify God. 
He soon, however, found it needful to temper that 
zeal with 'discretion, for not having a strong constitu- 
tion, the heavy work in which he became engaged 
soon told upon his health. It was, therefore, no 
wonder, that having to preach five nights per week, 
and two, three, and sometimes four times on a 
Sunday, together with the attendance upon prayer, 
and class, and other meetings, and family visiting, 
besides having often to walk long journeys, that he 
was in danger of breaking down altogether, and 
acting upon the wise council of the Rev. Thomas 
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Morgan and others, in the following October an 
arrangement was made for his removal to the Mac- 
clesfield circuit, in Cheshire, to labour with Rev. J. 
Prosser, at Macclesfield, and to Congleton, with Rev. 
P. Pugh, and again he went to work in an earnest; 
and successful manner, until March, 1844, making 
many friends, who, when he returned to Derby, were 
very sorry to part with him. From March to July, 
he laboured again in Derby, and then he removed to 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch, to co-operate with the Rev. T. 
Shaw, another young unmarried man. They had to 
live by themselves in a house with no one to provide 
anything for them ; the result was, that coming home 
frequently wet and cold, with no fire or warm food 
ready, and at the same time working very hard, again 
his health gave way so much that he went to consult 
Dr. Hamilton, of Derby, who was the medical officer 
of the Rechabite tent, to which Joseph belonged. 
After a careful examination the doctor expressed a 
fear that the matter had been neglected too long, and 
advised Joseph to give up preaching, at least for 
some years. This was a sad blow to his cherished 
desires, but he tried to hope for the best amid such 
discouragements, and when his health somewhat 
improved started off again on his usual work, in 
which, however, he soon failed, and ultimately guided 
by the advice of Dr. Hamilton, Rev. T. Morgan, Rev. 
T. Shaw, and J. Fo^er, he reluctantly resigned the 
regular work of the ministry, to the great regret of a 
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large number of friends, as well as himself, for, from 
the first, his heart and soul was set upon the great 
work upon which he had entered. 
. It will give some faint idea of the extent of his 
labours during the year and ten months he thus 
travelled as a preacher, if we look carefully at the 
following facts and figures. He travelled, that is 
walked, for "he could not afford to ride, two thousand 
three hundred and forty-six miles, preached four 
hundred and forty-three times, besides delivering 
temperance lectures, attending missionary and other 
meetings ; visited four thousand three hundred and 
fifty-seven families, and had the pleasure of seeing, as. 
the result of his manifold labours, two hundred and 
fifty-two perspns added to the churches. 

The time, however, had now arrived when the faith 
which he had preached and enforced upon others was 
required to be exercised by himself. Broken in 
health, a long way from his mother, who was a .widow, 
with no friends able to assist him, the question came 
home to his mind. What must I do.? He had not 
been able to save anything, as the salary he had 
received was only £(> per quarter, or £2^ per year, 
with which he had to pay for his board, lodging, 
clothes, books, and all the other expenses to which he 
was exposed. After consulting friends, he went to 
see Dr. Hamilton, who told him that the best thing 
he could do was to go and live somewhere in the 
country, and suggested as a fitting place, the locality 
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of Chamwood Forest. This was the final stroke that 
shattered his long cherished wish to be a minister, 
but he sought his remedy in prayer, fully believing 
that the God whom he loved and had tried to serve 
was able to guide and deliver him, and he could go, if 
it was needful, to the very spot, where, after wrestling 
earnestly with God in supplication, the answer came 
as if a voice had spoken audibly in his ear, " Trust in 
the Lord and do good, so shalt thou dwell in the 
land, and verily thou shalt be fed." He rose from 
his knees with his soul full of joy, and feeling well- 
nigh overwhelmed as he exclaimed, "It is enough. 
Lord ;" and from that day he has never doubted or 
despaired, though he has had several severe trials, 
and suffered much affliction. 

After consulting friends, he resolved to resume his 
trade once n^ore, of shoemaking ; and on the 25 th of 
January, 1845, ^^ settled down, at Whitwick, on the 
edge of Chamwood Forest, where some of his friends 
promised to do what they could for him, and one of 
them, named John Briggs, kindly offered to find him 
a home. After laying out a few shillings in pur- 
chasing the necessary articles for his trade, he went 
fairly to work, and in a short time, through the kind- 
ness and aid of friends, began to prosper, realising 
the fulfilment of God's promise upon which he had 
relied. His health began also to improve, and in 
course of time he found it needful to become the 
employer of several journeymen, besides taking three 
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apprentices. Thus God enabled him to " live in the 
land and fed him." 

Thus matters went on for over two years, during 
which time Joseph not only looked after his business 
and prospered, but also found time amidst all to 
look after a wife, and on the I2th of October, 1847, 
he married Harriet Briggs, the daughter of the friend 
who had found him a home, little dreaming at the 
time, no doubt, that he would by this means find a 
son-in-law — but such is life. The best of daughters 
has made Joseph the besl of wives. 

He lived and worked in Whitwick between eleven 
and twelve years, during which time he had several 
trials to pass through arising from two or three 
illnesses, the loss of three children, and other things, 
yet amid all, when his health would allow, he found 
time to preach, generally twice on a Sunday, and 
sometimes on a week-night, and often on behalf of 
School, Chapel and Missionary Sermons for Primi- 
tives, Wesleyans, Baptists, and others. He also 
established temperance societies at Whitwick, Coleor- 
ton, Lount, Thringstone, Swannington, Hugglescote, 
Ibstock, Coalville, and Sheepshed. Such a change 
was produced at Whitwick that the poor rate was 
reduced one-third^ and the publicans admitted that 
where they used to brew three times, they only 
brewed once, and some went so far as to wish that 

"the D had him;" or as another said, "he 

wished he was as far in hell as a greyhound could trot 
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in a day, at a thousand miles an hour." This man, 
on his deathbed, sent for Joseph to pray with him. 
Nor was this all, for the conflict was such, that they 
way-laid him on his way to and from the meetings, 
intending to injure him, but God preserved and 
defended him. Though he worked at his trade from 
four or five o'clock in the morning until five o'clock 
at night, yet he managed for three or four years to 
walk now and then to Sheepshed a distance of five 
miles there and five miles back, and lecture to large 
crowds of people. Indeed, at one time it was said 
that over two-hundred drunkards had been reformed 
in that place alone, while in the neighbouring villages 
all round Whitwick, hundreds more had been 
reclaimed through his labours, and many of them 
afterwards became members of Christian churches. 

Nor were his efforts alone successful among the 
working classes, for he persuaded Mrs. A. L. Phillips, 
now De'Lisle, of Gracedieu, and her eldest daughter, 
to sign the pledge, notwithstanding very unfair 
means were tried to poison their minds against him 
and his work. Both of these ladies became valuable 
helps to him in the locality. 

Notwithstanding, he was the means of reclaiming 
so many bad characters, and adding to the numbers 
of the churches around, strange to say the Roman 
Catholics were the only people at first who would 
allow him to use their school-room for a temperance 
meeting, at Sheepshed, but he found that nothing 
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succeeds so well as success, and gradually one 
after another became willing to lend their schools. 
Among the first was the Rev. Horatio James, the 
clergyman who said that " no one had done as much 
good in twenty years as Mr. Harrap had done in 
two years," while C. Phillips, Esq., of Garendon, 
expressed a desire to see the man who was doing so 
much good among his tenants. 

Among the interesting and cheering facts that 
occurred in connection with these efforts to do good 
may be named the following : — ^The friends at 
Sheepshed resolved to have a tea and public meeting, 
in November, 1854, and to present Mr. Harrap with 
a Bible, as a mark of their appreciation of his labours 
among them. The Rev. H. James, the vicar, went to 
Derby specially to purchase the book, and to have a 
suitable inscription put upon it. When the evening 
came, ^ crowded meeting gathered in the Catholic 
school, already named. Among the persons present 
were Mrs. Phillips, now De'Lisle, and family; the 
Vicar, Rev. H. James, occupied the chair. On his 
right-hand sat the Rev. Father Luke, Catholic priest, 
and on the left-hand the Curate of the parish church, 
and the Rev. S. Antliff, Primitive Methodist minister, 
who presented the Bible, on behalf of the committee 
and friends. It is perhaps, not too much to say, that 
this was one of the most interesting meetings ever 
held, and, singularly illustrative of the nonsectariofi 
cliaracter of the temperance movement ; a Protestant 
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Bible, presented by a Primitive Methodist minister, 
in a Catholic school-room, to a Protestant dissenter, 
two clergymen on the same platform with a Catholic 
priest, all uniting in doing justice to the zeal, success, 
and self-denying labours of a local preacher. 

Thus the work went on, and in course of time the 
calls for Joseph's help became so numerous, that he 
frequently left his business for four or five days a 
week to go out lecturing on temperance, in Stafford- 
shire, Warwickshire, Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, 
Leicestershire, and other places, and even when he 
was at home, his time was largely occupied on many 
important committees, where work was to be done 
that would bring glory to God and good to man ; 
while even in politics he now and then took an active 
part, feeling it right never to disguise his opinions 
even upon this subject. 

In 1852, Joseph was persuaded by a Christian 
minister to embark his savings by speculating in 
Cornish copper mines, Staffordshire mines, and 
California gold mines, which, however, proved to be 
such a failure that he lost every penny he had worked 
so hard for and saved, besides some he had borrowed. 
This was his first and last experiment at speculation, 
and has taught him lessons which he hopes never to 
forget 

To shoemaking, preaching, and lecturing, he was 
induced to add the business of Life Assurance, and in 
1853, he became local agent for the "United King- 
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dom Temperance and General Provident Institution." 
In this he succeeded so well, that in 1856, the 
Directors asked him to give up his shoemaking, and 
become "Branch Manager" for the counties of 
Leicester, Derby, and Nottingham. After due con- 
sideration, and consultation with several friends, and 
trusting to Divine guidance, the Directors being 
satisfied with the character that E. S. Ellis, Esq., J.P., 
of Leicester, had given him, he decided upon taking 
the position. Then disposing of his business he 
arranged to leave for Leicester without delay. 

As soon as it became known that he was about 
leaving Whitwick, a few friends set to work among 
the inhabitants of the place, determining to show 
their appreciation of his self-sacrificing labours 
among them, in the cause of temperance and religion, 
and thq estimation in which he was held ; and 
accordingly on the 30th of July, 1856, a tea and 
public meeting was held, and as no room could be 
had in the place large enough to hold the people, A. 
L. Phillips, Esq., of Gracedieu, kindly lent one of 
his fields for the purpose. After tea, the chair was 
taken by the Rev. Father Luke, Catholic priest, and 
addresses were delivered by Dr. Lovell, a member of 
the Society, of Friends, and one of the Directors of 
the Temperance Provident Life Office, the poor law 
guardians of the parish, and several leading friends 
of all denominations in the locality. During the 
evening a splendid time-piece was presented to him. 
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on behalf of the friends, by Mrs. A. L. Phillips, now 
Mrs. De'Lisle, whose name it bears. A few days 
afterwards, August loth he gave his farewell address 
in the streets of Whitwick, and on the following day, 
amid the good wishes of the great body of the people, 
he left for Leicester. The publicans had threatened 
to ring the church bells for joy that he was going, but 
somehow they failed to do so. 

To inaugurate his coming into Leicester, a meeting 
was held in the Temperance Hall, at which E. S. 
Ellis, Esq., J.P,., presided. Addresses were delivered 
by S. Bowly, Esq., Gloucester, John Taylor, Esq., 
London, and Dr. Lovell, all Directors of the Temper- 
ance Provident Life Office. In 1857, he was elected 
one of the committee of the Temperance Society ; in 
1863, appointed President of the Alliance Auxiliary ; 
and in 1869 chosen as Vice-President of the Tem- 
perance Society. Thus step by step it will be seen 
he has continued to secure the confidence of the 
Leicester friends. 

Having suffered a good deal of persecution while 
in the Ashby-de-la-Zouch circuit, from some mem- 
bers of the Primitive Methodist body, owing to his 
temperance principles, and feeling his mind much 
hurt by such treatment, he went, when he settled in 
Leicester, to the Independent chapel, under the 
pastoral care of the Rev. R. W. McAlI, and sub- 
sequently joined the church there, and in i860 was 
elected by them to the office of deacon. Meantime 
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he continued preaching and lecturing in many parts 
of the country, so much so, that at one time he gave 
as many as one hundred free lectures in a year. 

As the years rolled by he gradually found favour 
in the eyes of the people and secured a good business^ 
adding one thing after another as opportunity 
occurred. In 1858, he 'was appointed agent for Milner 
and Son's celebrated fire and thief resisting safes, and 
the Railway Passengers* Accidental Assurance Com- 
pany. In 1863, acting upon the advice of Dr. Lovell, 
who had so often stood by him, he added to his other 
engagements that of an Auctioneer. He had long 
wanted to do so in order to show that such a business 
could be conducted on sound principles. . For a long 
time the false biddings, and other objectionable 
aspects of the trade had deterred, him, but he deter- 
mined to transact all that passed through his hands 
with truth and honesty, and live or. die never to 
depart from the purest policy. It was not long 
before he succeeded in gaining the confidence of the 
people, and in securing at the same time a good 
standing. 

Dr. Lovell said to him, one day, " Joseph, art thou 
going to throw thy fresh savings down into a pit t " 

** Not if I know it," was the reply. " once bit twice 
shy." 

"That's right; take my advice — don't; but Til 
tell thee what to do with it. Buy a good house in a 
good position, men will notice thee, and value thee 
more." 



The Life of Joseph Harrap. 2J 

- 

Acting upon this advice, he began to look about 
for a suitable place, and at length purchased a good 
house, which he occupied four years, but as his wife 
had long wanted one with a kitchen on the level with 
the sitting room, he was led to buy some land and to 
" build his own house." Indeed, it is not long since 
he refused a large sum of money for the house in 
which he lives. Nor is this the only piece of property 
he owns. 

In 1 864, he was appointed branch manager of the 
Manchester Fire Officei and, in 1868-9 and 70 elected 
a member of the Leicester Board of Guardians. In 
1 87 1, urged by several friends, and without the 
slightest intention himself of contesting the election 
for School Board, he yielded to being nominated^ 
and, although a fortnight behind the rest of the 
candidates — of whom there were forty-seven in the 
field, — ^without a committee, or rooms to conduct 
the battle, he succeeded in getting within five of 
obtaining a seat. As thirteen were elected this was 
no small matter to achieve. In like manner, while 
away from home, he Was carried at two committee 
meetings to contest a ward which had always been 
considered a Conservative ward, indeed, several times 
the seat has been won and lost by one vote, and yet^ 
though he started a week after the conservatives were 
in the field, and had the combined opposition of the 
publicans, beersellers, their customers, as well as the 
Conservative party, after contesting on pure principles, 
was again nearly elected. 
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What with preaching, lecturing, and business en- 
gagements of such an extensive character accumulat- 
ing upon him, was it any wonder that these multiplied 
agencies began in time to tell upon him. The result 
was that, in 1867, l^^s general health broke down. 
Congestion of the brain, enfeebled action of the heart, 
and bronchitis laid him aside for more than two years. 
The doctors tried to induce him to take some 
intoxicating drink as a medicine, but he refused, 
gradually rallied, and, after all, recovered without it, 
and began work again, but was soon laid aside by 
a second attack. On recovering from these he felt 
reluctantly compelled to husband his strength, and 
since then has had to relinquish some of his 
business and other engagements. 

Nor are these the only trials that he has had to- 
contend with. Out of a family of fourteen children, 
three, as we have already seen, were taken away by 
death, while he resided at Whitwick, and during 
the time he has lived in Leicester, six more have 
gone the same road. These, with sickness and other 
troubles have, from time to time, darkened his path, 
yet God has blessed and prospered him in other 
ways, and enabled him to do good. His home at 
Whitwick, as well as at Leicester, has always been 
open to receive lecturers and preachers, where they 
have always been sure of a hearty welcome. Nor 
has his purse been closed when help has been 
required on behalf of any of the varied benevolent or 
religious efforts of the day. 
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While attending the annual gathering of the council 
of the Alliance, at Manchester, in 1 871, an opportunity 
was presented for all who wished to become Good 
Templars to do so, by the holding of a special session. 
This was just the thing for Joseph Harrap, and, 
accordingly, he was there and then " initiated." Nor 
did he rest satisfied until he had the pleasure of 
assisting in instituting the first lodge in Leicester, in 
January, 1872, in company with Brothers Bayley, of 
Nottingham, and Kirton, of Birmingham. In July, 
1872, he was made Grand Sentinel of the Grand 
Lodge of England, and received a commission 
from the G.W.C.T. as District Deputy for Leicester- 
shire, which however recently, owing to failing health, 
he has had to resign, and at the Conference of the 
British Temperance League, held at Scarborough, 
also in 1872, he was elected one of the executive of 
the League, 

Many remarkable instances of the good which he 
has been enabled to accomplish might be named, but 
space will not allow. One, however, may be named 
as a sample. While being weighed, one day, at a 
machine, the man said to him ; 

"You're the chap that sang, sixteen years ago, 
* Brass, Lads, Brass,' at ■ ain't you." 

'* Yes ; well, what of that ? " 

" I signed the pledge through that, and have kept 
it ever since," 

Such facts as this encourage and stimulate, and 
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while looking back upon the way the Lord had led 
him, and feeling thankful for the unbounded good- 
ness with which he had been surrounded, on July 12, 
1872, it occurred to him to invite a few friends to cele- 
brate with his family his fiftieth birthday, and, while 
gathered around, he thought it would perhaps cheer 
them to know something of the difficulties and 
successes he had met, and so it came to pass this 
outline of his life was prepared. One part of the 
Evening was made specially interesting by reading a 
letter received from his eldest son, which read as 
follows : — 

" My dear father, — I cannot let such an important 
occasion as your fiftieth birth-day pass by without 
stepping a little out of my usual course on ordinary 
birth-day anniversaries and, in addition to verbally 
wishing you the usual compliments of * Many happy 
returns of the day,' pen a few lines to you expressive 
of my great thankfulness and gratitude to Almighty 
God that He has spared you to celebrate your 
jubilee, surrounded by your family and friends, and 
that, on this the fiftieth anniversary of your natal- 
day, you are found in such improved health, and 
under such pleasant and favourable circumstances. 

" The review of your past life must be a source of 
great thankfulness to you, inasmuch as it has been 
spent, from your youth upwards, in the service of 
your God, and the advancement of the social and 
spiritual welfare of your fellow men. Doubtless your 
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life has been chequered with troubles from which no 
human being is exempt, but on the whole it has been 
one of much happiness, and the retrospect of which 
can be thought of with feelings of true pleasure. 

" May your remaining days be even happier than 
those which are past, and my fervent prayer is that 
you may be long spared to your family, to your 
friends, and to the world. 

. " I trust, too, my beloved mother, the partner of 
your life, she who for so many years has shared your 
joys and your sorrows, may be long spared to us all, 
and, as you travel down the hill of life, may you both 
be blessed by seeing your children growing up around 
you full of filial and loving obedience, and in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. And when this 
earthly pilgrimage is ended, may we each, one and all, 
father and mother and children, meet in heaven, 
where there is happiness for ^vermore. 

** I remain, 

** Your loving son, 

" Amos." 

Nor was this the only thing that came to cheer the 
occasion. Mr. W. L. Faire, who had been a constant 
friend for years, contributed the following lines as 
illustrative of his pleasure : — 

TO JOSEPH HARRAP, ON HIS FIFTIETH 
BIRTHDAY, July 12, 1872. 

Just as a bird that sweeps the sky — 
A flash of lightning darting by ; 
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So fifty years have passed away, 
Since first you saw the light of day. 

We welcome this your jubilee, 

In pure and friendly jollity ; 

Why should we weep ? The Spirit's voice, 

Bids all our grateful hearts rejoice ! 

Look down upon the plain below, 
Survey the cot you once did know : 
The stall on which with Crispin grin, 
You pulled the waxed stitches in. 

^Twas then they called you plainly " Joe," 
But now " Esquire '' they oft bestow. 
Then little, save your " awl " and " last " 
Did you possess in that sad past. 

But now, high up progression's hill. 
You've made your way with right good will ; 
And if no limb you do disjoint, 
'Tis said you'll reach the highest point. 

Both land and houses you possess, 
And agencies quite numberless ; 
And where you once could make a shoe. 
Why, perhaps, you now make ninety-two.* 

O how the brass comes rolling in. 
From every source both fat and thin ; 
How fast the golden cord you spin ! 
Well, Joseph, you deserve to win. 

With blistered hands and blistered feet, 
You've worked your way from cobbler's seat ! 
Your brain, your tongue, to guide them both, 
Have never day or night been loth. 

Persistent in your every aim, 
How could you help but thus attain ? 
Successful in your every plan, 
You've proved yourself a master-man. 



• 
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Plan, and work, and thrift, and prayer, * 

Do each a blessed harvest bear ! 
Consolidate the whole of them, 
Success is almost certain then. 

And so, from this, it may be seen, 
Why Joseph has so prosperous been ; 
He's bathed his plans in prayer and grace, 
And looked to God with trusting face ! 

And thus it was with one of old. 
Who by his brothers ten was sold ; 
The Lord he prospered Jacob's Son, 
Because by him His will was done. 

YouVe flourished well by rivers bright. 
Where ^^ liquid fre'^ can never blight ! 
Where cooling waters richly flow, 
And God doth his best gifts bestow. 

How true the words that David wrote, 
In the first Psalm of" sacred note ; 
The righteous shall be like a tree 
Yielding fruit luxuriantly ! 

O ! let the blessings you enjoy, 

Your soul in themes of praise employ ; 

May gratitude just like a fount. 

In gushing streams to heaven mount. 

And let the cause youVe loved so long, 
Still have your speech, your pen, your song ! 
For much you owe to Temperance' aid, 
In the advancement you have made. 

Who knows but for the " Pledge's" power. 
You could have stood one single hour ? 
A " Noah " fell by touching wine, 
Thank God his case has not been thine ! 

Temptation is a subtle thing. 
In Drink she doth gfeat evils bring ; 
And had you not her charms despised, 
Your ALL you might have sacrificed. 
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Man's safety rests within the ark 
Of Temperance, I would here remark ; 
Kfew may cross the sea of drink, 
But legions to the bottom sink. 

Indeed, who can their lives assure, 
Amid its rocks and sharks obscure ? 
History criefe aloud — " not one ! 
Security there is for none ! " 

Oh ! what a mighty host lies there ! 
What can we with its dead compare ? 
If thence we could the victims take. 
What frightful mountains they would make. 

Pray, pardon me if I implore. 
With heartflil purpose brimming o'er ! 
Renewed espousals to the cause 
Of 't'emperance and all her laws. 

O never kick this angel love I 
She came direct from heaven above, 
In her what beauties do we see ; 
How kind ! how sweet her company ! 

How many drunkards she hath blessed ; 
How many to her bosom pressed ; 
How many Arab children saved. 
From want and death that for them raved. 

How many homes with joy have rung. 
How many anthems have been sung. 
Of praise to Temperance and her worth, 
Resounding in the heavens from earth ! 

O ! publish it with thundering breath, 
That tippling is the way to death ! 
And urge with greater might and main, 
The millions round you to abstain. 

What bliss there is in doing good ! 
How much of soul-sustaining food ; 
What peace of mind to wearied head, 
When you and I retire to bed. 
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Our thoughts review departed day, 
And memory darts a cheerful ray, 
Of some kind act or noble deed, 
Performed to some poor child oif need ! 

To clutch a man from drunkard's grave — 

To try a sinner's soul to save — 

To wipe away a trickling tear, 

From some poor helpless sufferer near : — 

Beside the sick to bow the knee. 

In prayer to God with urgent plea ; 

To take to them some kindly boon. 

Which perhaps they cannot have too soon — 

For God and Truth to take our stand, 
To take some lost one ^y the hand ; 
Proclaim the word, present a tract, 
Divulge some useful telling fact — 

To raise the " Templar's " banner high ! 
Denoting friendly succour nigh ; 
To make one wretched home to smile : 
Sure ought of this is worth our while. 

But I must now prepare to close. 
For my poor eyes demand repose ; 
The time is growing very late — 
I hear the night watch at my gate. 

AnVi yet, abrupt I must not be. 
As that would spoil my minstrelsy, 
A few more verses I will sing 
And then my harp aside will fling. 

To-day you're fifty years of age ! 
And that new feelings must engage ; 
" Lord has my life been spent in vain ? " 
" Has it been loss ? has it been gain ? " 

'* The past I've tried to give to Thee, 
" O I let me still more useful be ; 
" As every birthday wingeth round, 
" Engaged for Thee may I be found. 
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" And may my friends, who come to-day, 
" To cheer my spirit on the way, 
" E'er find me faithful to my trust, 
" Always wise, and good, and just. 

" I cannot count my fiiture years, — 
" My joys, my toils, my hopes, my tears : 
" But be the number what it may, 
" Lord help me to improve each day. 

" And when my birthdays here are passed, 
" O ! grant to me in heaven at last 
" A birthday which shall never wane : 
*' And grant that to my friends the same. 

With such a prayer upon your lip, 
I leave you now the sweets to sip ! 
I hope my song will cheer your heart. 
Good night ! to bed I must depart. 

W. L. Faire. 

Albert Grove t Leicester, 

It remains only to be added, that as long as life 
and strength may be granted, it is Joseph Harrap's 
desire, that all his powers may be devoted to the 
glory of God and the good of man. Trusting that 
he may see his children rise up one by one and call 
his God their God, we can but add the wish, so 
well expressed by his son, that his life may be long 
spared, and that at last his end may be peace, so that 
in the great day he may hear the Master say, " Well 
done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord." 

J. W. KIRTON. 
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